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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

BY LANE TOOMEY  

When I consider the causes of the American 
Revolution, they pale in comparison to the  
assaults on personal liberty and economic  
freedom imposed by our Federal government 
today.  The scale of new taxes continuously levied 
on the American people since the days of the New 
Deal dwarfs the taxes and economic restrictions 

imposed on the Colonies by Great Britain in the 1760s and 1770s.   
    While our colonial forefathers chose to fight their ruling government 
rather than submit to continued "taxation without r epresentation," we 
Americans of the late 20th and early 21st Centuries have been content to 
meekly roll over and accept whatever a liberal Federal or state  
government chooses to do us. 
    Our founding fathers and their fellow citizens risked their lives 
and personal fortunes when they took on the British Crown during 1775-
1783. Many of our early American leaders and average citizens during the 
Revolution died in poverty as the result of their involvement in the  
political and military affairs of the time.  More t han 4,400 died in battle. 
    In the fight against the egregious assault on Americans' liberty 
today, what are we willing to sacrifice?  What are you as a member of the 
MCRMC willing to sacrifice?  While I do not expect our members to take 
up muskets against the Federal government (at least not any time soon), 
each and every one of us can help in the fight to regain the freedom our 
founding fathers envisioned for themselves and future generations.  How?  
By contributing your money, time, and passion to conservative  
Republican candidates and our righteous cause. 
    I urge each member of the Club to select two or three conservative 
candidates to support in the 2010 elections.  The candidates may be our 
local representatives or our representatives to Congress.  You should also 
consider candidates across North Carolina or other states who are  
running against vulnerable Democrats in both our state legislature or in 
Congress. 
    Give as much as you can within the limits of the law, but give 
something.  Contact the candidates' campaigns and take a yard sign or 
become your neighborhood's go-to-guy for your selected candidate. 
    As many of our veteran members know, the purpose of our fundraising 
is to support Republican and conservative judicial candidates.  Our 
campaign contributions will begin in July after the  
                                    (Toomey cont’d on page  4) 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Joy is not in things; it is in us. 
  ~Richard Wagner 

 



Editors Note:  
You probably noted that 
there were several date 
“errors” in last month’s 
newsletter; probably too 
much eggnog and other 
distractions during the 
holiday season. Several 
members noted these and I 
thank you. At least it let 
me know that somebody 
reads the newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Bylaws: 
Membership 
   Terry Guttrich* 
Program: 
   David E Williams* 
Chaplain: 
Publicity: 
   Glen Bower* 
Finance: 
   Frank Zamaroni* 
Nominating: 
   Charlie Holbrook* 
Luncheon Administration: 
   Miles Baldwin* 
Golf: 
   Terry Guttrich* 
   Glenn Bower 
   Charlie Holbrook 
   Charlie Pegram 
   Dave Bergstrom    
*Committee Chairman 
__________________________ 
 
Note that we still have room 
for additional committee 
Chairs and members. Please 
call President Lane Toomey if 
you are willing to serve. Active 
involvement of our members is 
the only way we will have 
another successful year. 
__________________________ 
 
"I think we have more 
machinery of government than 
is necessary, too many 
parasites living on the labor of 
the industrious." --Thomas 
Jefferson 
 

Colonel: 
Bill Graning* 
Calling Captains: 
Webb Arceneaux 
Glenn Bower 
Tom Brennan 
Art Chalker 
Mike Connelly 
Dave Devore 
Terry Guttrich 
Bill Demastus 
Ed Dennison 
Louie Foye 
Neil Godfrey 
Milt Ghekas 
Bill Graning 
Louis Gregory 
Don Hiscott 
Lynn Hyre 
Charlie Jackson 
John Jarrett 
Joel Johnson 
Dave Lain 
Ken Lewis 
Mac McCullough 
Jack McVey 
Bill Major 
Joe Nelson 
Bob Norman 
Harry Porter 
Glen Roat 
Andy Rueb 
Dick Sheron 
Harris Skinner 
Lane Toomey 
Rodney Ward 
Fred Zimmerman 

   Bob Zschoche 

 
235-0535 
 
673-2446 
295-3958 
695-0807  
215-0951 
692-8600 
215-9246  
215-8916 
235-0206  
295-5570 
295-9233 
949-2439 
295-5221 
235-0535 
673-1969 
295-9544 
295-3239  
215-0104 
295-8837 
215-5829  
245-3268  
215-5991 
215-8115 
295-6748  
949-3306  
695-1456  
215-9555  
215-4580 
215-0897 
295-4908 
295-7403 
295-2227 
695-8852  
295-4582 
295-6480 
949-4250 

The luncheon meeting will be held on 
Thursday, February 11th at CCNC with 
registration beginning at 11:30 am. 
Reservations should be made with your 
Calling Captain no later than Monday 
prior to the meeting.  For last minute 
changes, phone Miles Baldwin at 910-
295-1577 by 6 pm on Tuesday, February 
8th. The cost is $15.00 (Personal checks 
to be made out to MCRMC. Business 
checks prohibited. Exact cash is 
preferred!).  All registered Republicans 
are invited. 

2010 MEETING SCHEDULE 
Next Meeting: February 11th  

March 11th, April 8 th, May 13th  
Lunch CCNC 12:00 Noon 

The Executive Committee will meet at 
CCNC at 9:30 a.m. 

 

MEN’S CLUB MEMBERSHIP  
 

 Membership Total 399 
Categories: 

Regular, Charter, Honorary 

and Associate 
Terry Guttrich, V.P. Membership  

The 2010 Membership fee is due. You will 
receive a reminder notice if you have not 
already paid. If you do, fill out the form 
below, clip and bring your $20 cash or 
personal check to the next meeting. Please, 
no business checks. 



FEBRUARY 11, 2010 PROGRAM  

 “Whether John Locke or John Hood, truth is truth is their cause” 

By David E. Williams, Vice President-Programs  
  
 Last month I wrote; “Truth is a commodity and can have a variety 
of meanings, from the state of being the case, being in accord with a 
particular fact  or reality, being in accord with the body of real things, events, actuality, or 

fidelity  to an original or to a standard.   John Hood seeks the truth because he understands it can make 
you free.  Again we are privileged to have with us in our February club meeting one who strives to do just 
that.  

 John Hood is President and Chairman of the John Locke Foundation, a North Carolina think 
tank that issues policy studies, hosts dozens of events each year, produces radio and TV programs, and 
publishes Carolina Journal, a monthly newspaper with a readership of nearly 200,000 North Carolinians. 
Hood helped to found JLF in 1989.  
 Hood is also a syndicated columnist for the High Point Enterprise, the Gaston Gazette, the Durham 
Herald-Sun, and 50 other North Carolina community newspapers. He is a regular radio commentator 
and a weekly panelist on “N.C. Spin,” a discussion program broadcast on 16 television stations in 
Charlotte, Raleigh, Greensboro, Greenville, Wilmington, Asheville, and elsewhere. He also created 
“Carolina Journal Radio,” a weekly newsmagazine broadcast on 18 radio stations. 

 Hood’s latest book is Selling the Dream: Why Advertising is Good Business (Praeger, 2005). Adweek 
raved that Selling the Dream offered “a refreshing argument” for the role advertising plays in benefiting 
consumers. He is also the author of Investor Politics: The New Force That Will Transform American 
Business, Government, and Politics in the 21st Century (Templeton Foundation Press, 2001  National 
Review called Investor Politics “chock-full of interesting historical anecdotes, clever policy analysis, and 
surprising musings.” 
 In 1994-95, Hood was a Bradley Visiting Fellow at the Heritage Foundation, the nation’s premier 
conservative think tank. At Heritage, he researched and wrote a book entitled The Heroic Enterprise: 
Business and the Common Good (The Free Press, 1996). The Wall Street Journal praised Hood’s book for 
“demonstrating the nexus between market incentives and socially desirable outcomes” 
 Hood writes frequently on politics and policy issues for national media organizations. He covers 
state politics for National Review Online and blogs daily at NRO’s “The Corner.” His articles have 
appeared in Readers’ Digest, The New Republic, National Review, Military History, and Reason — and in 
newspapers, including The Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and The Chicago Tribune. He’s been 
interviewed by The Washington Post, The New York Times, Time, Newsweek, CNN, CNBC, NBC Nightly 
News, and the Fox News Channel. 

 Hood received his journalism degree from the UNC at Chapel Hill, where he founded a student 
magazine, called The Carolina Critic that ultimately grew to encompass five campuses. He is a NC native 
and resides in Wake County. He enjoys history, performing arts, science fiction, board gaming, classic 
films, and classic old-time radio. He does not play golf, which he says is probably considered a sacrilege 
in our neck of the woods,. We will be blessed!!  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Frank Zamaroni 
 
As of the date of this newsletter, the club has a fund balance of $23,589 and all the bills 
are paid. It is important for us to build our funds in order to be able to support 
Republican candidates in the upcoming elections. So far 218 of our 399 members have 
paid their $20 club dues for the 2010 year. If you have not paid, please take he time send 
your personal check (no business checks) to: MCRMC, P.O. Box 1812, Southern Pines, 

NC 28388, or you can pay your dues at the February luncheon. A renewal form is included in this 
newsletter for your convenience. 



 It was a beautiful day in Pinehurst and US Senator Richard Burr was in Moore 
County on the date of our regular January meeting. He came to CCNC and spoke at the 
start of the luncheon after going table to table greeting of as many members as he could.  
 Senator Burr’s short message was direct and to the point: “The United States 
Federal Government is broke and going deeper and deeper in debt.” He continued: “For 
every dollar we are currently spending, we borrow 47 cents!” Burr indicated the need for a 
fundamental change in the direction being taken in Washington. He encouraged all 
Republicans to get active, involved and supportive of our candidates for election in 2010. 

He believes we can make a significant difference in future policy by electing conservative Republican  
Representatives and Senators.  
 Burr left early to attend a meeting in Fayetteville but returned to Moore County for an early evening 
meeting at CCNC sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. He then stayed at CCNC for a reception and fund 
raiser which was open to the public. Many of our members attended one or both of the evening meetings. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NC Supreme Court Justices Speak 
Following lunch, Associated Supreme Court Justice Robert Edmonds gave a very informative 
talk about the NC Supreme Court and how Justices are elected to their positions. They must 
run non-partisan i.e. without a party label. This causes voters to be unaware of there political 
leaning, conservative or liberal and therefore many voters cast there vote based solely on name 
recognition.  

Associated Justice Paul M. Newby accompanied Justice Edmunds. He spoke 
following Edmonds and gave an analysis of the number of Republican and 
independents who voted for Republican conservatives vs. the number of votes in the same race 
that went to non-partisan court candidates. His analysis revealed that we have a big job in 
educating our fellow conservative Republicans which non-partisan court candidates hold our 
views. Simply stated, each one of us must get the word out to our friends and family which 

court candidates support our core beliefs. The good news is that conservative Republicans hold a majority in the 
NC Supreme Court at a time where the Democrats hold the Governor’s position and have a majority in both 
houses of the legislature. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(President Lane Toomey continued from front page) 
state primaries and after our annual golf tournament.  However, the process of deciding whom to support and 
with how much begins today. 
    I am currently building a campaign finance committee to examine all potential races for our support.  I need a 
few good men to help round out the committee and to do the research and make the contacts needed to develop 
a thoughtful and meaningful campaign finance support plan.  Once we develop the plan, we will let the entire 
membership know how we intend to support candidates for the 2010 races. 

Get involved!  The futures of your progeny may depend on it! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At our January Meeting we were treated to our scheduled speaker, NC Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Robert Edmunds, Jr. Additionally, U.S. Senator Richard Burr made a brief appearance. 



We invite the thoughts of our members on current 
political issues. Just email the newsletter editor, Paul 
Shaffer at Paul.Shaffer@mindspring.com. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Editor’s Notes:  

Our President gave his first “State 
of the Union” Speech on 
Wednesday, January 27th. Much 
has been said about the speech in 
the print media, there have been 
endless comments on TV and 

radio and hundreds of articles have been posted on 
the internet.  

If you listen to both the liberal and conservative 
pundits you might think that President Obama gave 
two different speeches. One thing that all critics 
could agree on is that Obama sincerely believes that 
he and his ideas (read agenda) is the only way to save 
for this country.  

Elsewhere in this newsletter is an article by Jed 
Babbin which I believe is a good analysis of the 
speech. Additionally, for those who stayed up to hear 
the Republican response by Governor Bob 
McDonnell of Virginia, you may have seen the next 
up and coming Republican star (hope he does not 
have a lover in South America). Following Babbin’s 
article is a good summary of McDonnell response 
authored by Connie Hair.  

My final comment on Obama’s speech: If we, as a 
country, adopt and implement the course he outlined, 
God help us all. Even with a Republican revolt at the 
end of his first term, I am afraid we could not get 
back our freedom and prosperity in my lifetime. 
Further, my children, my grandchildren and their 
yet to be born children will be strapped with 
overwhelming debt and excruciatingly high taxes. At 
the same time we would (will) return to “Carter” li ke 
double digit inflation. Well, that’s sure and upbeat 
prediction! 

____________________________ 

On another matter, I want to say thanks back to 
President Lane Toomey and all of the other 
Executive Committee members for their guidance 
and putting up with me as EC member last year. It 
was my pleasure to serve and I hope I made some 
small contribution. In presenting me with a 
Republican elephant statuette memento, President 
Toomey mentioned my involvement in the MCRMC 

website, email administration and the newsletter. I 
will continue to work in these capacities for at least 
another year.  

Regarding the website, I have the easy job of being 
the person that coordinates member input, tries to 
figure out what needs to go on the website and makes 
sure that the content is current and timely. The hard 
work is done by our webmaster, Dee Park. She 
makes the updates and keeps the site working as it 
should. Her hardest job is keeping me reminded to do 
my part. She is an Associate Member of our club, a 
member of the Women’s Republican Club and an 
active supporter of conservatism locally and 
nationally. In addition to our website, Dee is the 
webmaster for the Women’s Club website and the 
Moore County Republican Party website. When you 
see Dee, remember to say “thank you” for all the  
work done well. 

 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 
 

Gingrich Wows the Faithful at JLF 20th Anniversary 
 

Sixty Moore County citizens traveled 
to The John Locke Foundation’s 20th 
Anniversary bash in Cary recently to 
listen to Former Speaker Newt 
Gingrich comment on values, 
traditions and the current problems 
with a politically divided nation. A 

crowd of over 600 filled the large banquet room of 
the Embassy Suites Hotel to hear conservative words 
from the leader of the GOP Revolution of 1994 and 
“The Contract with America.”  
 

Taking stock of the current political winds swirling 
across the nation, the Speaker commented, “That 
sort of fits my thinking. When you see a race in 
Massachusetts that is virtually too close to call now ... 
this is Ted Kennedy’s seat. ... You see the results in 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR MEMBERS AND THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR    

MCRMC member Walter Bull and his wife Nancy 
are now publishing The Sandhills Pulse electronic 
paper on the web. You can see the latest Sandhills 
Pulse news, read and post comments and more at 

www.SandhillsPulse.com. 
 
Walter recently attended the John Locke 
Foundation 20th Anniversary Celebration in Cary 
along with 60 other Moore County residents. The 
featured speaker was Newt Gingrich. Following is 
an article about that event as published in the 
Sandhills Pulse. 



New Jersey and Virginia for governor .... It certainly 
looks like this could be a very, very good year for the 
American people to send a signal that they don’t 
want higher taxes, more deficits and high spending.”  
 

Referring to the current financial crisis brought on 
by the rapid collapse of major financial institutions 
and the domestic automotive industry, the Speaker 
reminded the audience that the nation had spent 
twenty years attempting to find a way to finance 
home ownership for many individuals and families 
who simply could not afford the purchase. All the 
gimmicks used to put risky borrowers in a home 
created a large number of mortgages that had little 
or no equity in the property. “The process was,” the 
Speaker said, “a national policy that was 
unsustainable.” “When one person defaults,” he 
remarked, “The system can absorb the loss, but when 
a million defaults appear-that is a catastrophe.”  
 

According to the Burlington (NC) Times News, 
Speaker Gingrich was asked to discuss the 
performance of President Obama. ”In some ways, 
you could argue he has been the most ruthlessly 
effective since Lyndon Johnson and the Great 
Society. If you can get $787 billion out of Congress 
with nobody having read the bill, that is pretty 
remarkable. He has come closer to passing 
government-run health care than anybody in 
American history. And he has done so in a pretty 
relentless way.”  
 

The Locke Foundation's work has attracted national 
attention during its first two decades. "The John 
Locke Foundation is really a pioneer in this 
movement to set up state conservative think tanks," 
said Fred Barnes, Fox News analyst and Weekly 
Standard executive editor, during a 2008 speech in 
Charlotte. "They have really been one that people in 
other states have looked to as a model. These state 
think tanks -- particularly the John Locke 
Foundation -- are really indispensable if you're a 
conservative."  
 

Locke sponsors local area Freedom Clubs around 
North Carolina, organizing informational meetings 
for the people. The Sandhills Freedom Club has 
organized several workshops and further 
information is available at www.johnlocke.org/  
 
Welcome to North Dakota, KSM by John Rowerdink 
 
 There are now reports that our government is 
considering locations other than New York for the 
upcoming trial of Kalid Sheik Mohammad and the 
other 9/11 terrorists.  I tried to tell the president a 
long time ago that he ought to leave well enough 

alone and try these guys at Gitmo.  He didn’t listen to 
my advice then but maybe he will this time. 
 My wife and I were both born and raised in 
North Dakota and we would like to suggest Bismarck 
as a preferred location for the trials. We have several 
good reasons for recommending this, which I will 
outline here. 
 One of the concerns about New York is the 
cost of providing security for the trials, which has 
been estimated at $216 million.  I guess they need to 
be sure some other terrorists won’t show up to 
disrupt the trial and cause all sorts of trouble.   
 If they held the trial in Bismarck, they could 
schedule it in January.  I don’t see some guy from 
Saudi Arabia showing up in Bismarck in January.  I 
know these terrorists are committed but I’m not sure 
they’re committed enough to brave 30 degrees below 
zero and three feet of snow.  To paraphrase Lloyd 
Bentsen’s comment to Dan Quayle, I know North 
Dakota; North Dakota is a friend of mine. Believe 
me, Osama, you aren’t gonna like North Dakota in 
January. 
 Second, how would they get there anyway?  
The airport in Bismarck has about six flights a day 
arriving and in between them, the place is deserted.  
You could fire a cannon down the hallway and not 
hurt a soul.  Even if they did come, I can tell you that 
some Saudi guy arriving in the Bismarck airport 
would be more than conspicuous.  I don’t think it 
would take the security guys long to spot him. 
 As far as security is concerned, they could 
eliminate the costly security personnel and get a 
bunch of North Dakota deer hunters to surround the 
courthouse with their rifles.  I know these guys and 
any one of them could shoot the eyebrows off a 
mosquito at 300 paces.  Of course, North Dakota 
mosquitoes aren’t your normal-sized mosquitoes but 
I digress.  Anyway, security cost in New York = $216 
million. Security cost in Bismarck = zero. 
  Even the media guys would want to stay out 
of Bismarck in January.  Wouldn’t it be nice if we 
could avoid the wall-to-wall television coverage of 
this trial?  
 Then there’s the little matter of confessions.  
If the terrorists needed a little encouragement to talk, 
we could put them outside for a while.  Miranda 
rights or not, I figure they’d spill their guts in about 
ten minutes. 
 I can think of other good reasons but I think 
you get my drift.  Anyone want to vote for Bismarck?  

Look  in the next several editions of this 
newsletter for the “Member Special”! 

Norman Zanetti has prepared a three part series 
on energy & energy consumption in the US.  



The Democrats’ Biggest Mistake 

Wednesday, 20 Jan 2010 

By: Ronald Kessler 

When Bill O’Reilly asked Sally Quinn 
how much President Obama would be hurt if Scott 
Brown wins the Senate election in Massachusetts, the 
Washington Post reporter had a ready answer. 

 

“I don’t think he will be that hurt,” Quinn said on  
Fox News. “But I think that there are a number of 
factors here. It’s not as black and white as it seems. 
First of all, Scott Brown is a hunk. And I think that 
the fact that he posed semi-nude in a magazine gave 
him a huge advantage in terms of public 
recognition.”  

 

In other words, in the view of Quinn, residents of a 
state where Democrats outnumber Republicans 3-to-
1 handed Brown a stunning victory not because they 
like his conservative views or are disgusted with 
Obama’s policies but because Brown is good looking 
and has name recognition. 
 

In fact, Brown posed for a Cosmopolitan centerfold 
almost 30 years ago when he was a 22-year-old 
college student. While he is a state senator, most 
people in Massachusetts had never heard of him until 
he started his campaign for the U.S. Senate in 
September. 
 

Only one reporter showed up to cover his 
announcement. 
Early on, Brown was 30 percentage points behind 
Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley in 
the polls. 
 

What Quinn — a former colleague of mine from the 
Washington Post — does not get, and what the White 
House and congressional Democrats don’t get, is that 
Americans are dismayed by the way Obama and the 
Democrats are spending the country into 
bankruptcy, trying to impose the government on the 

healthcare system, and giving terrorists rights and 
privileges as if they were American citizens. Brown 
made it clear that his vote in the Senate would 
vanquish the Democrats’ filibuster-proof majority 
and torpedo the healthcare bill. 
 

Even before votes were counted, Rahm Emanuel, the 
White House chief of staff, was telling congressional 
leaders that Coakley was to blame for her failure to 
win the seat Ted Kennedy occupied for more than 40 
years, as if the election had nothing to do with 
Obama’s policies. 
 

The White House began putting out the word that 
even if Brown wins the election, Obama is 
determined to push through the healthcare bill. 
 

David Axelrod, Obama’s senior adviser, said the 
lesson of the election is that the White House needs to 
explain the healthcare bill better so everyone can 
understand how beneficial it will be. 
 

Yet the more the White House explains it, the more 
Americans detest it. On the day of the election, Steve 
Forbes was speaking at Dezenhall Resources, a 
Washington crisis management firm, about his book, 
“How Capitalism Will Save Us: Why Free People and 
Free Markets are the Best Answer in Today’s 
Economy.” I asked him about Quinn’s comment and 
the Democrats’ determination to push through their 
healthcare bill. 
 

“Scott Brown could look like me and be competitive,” 
Forbes joked. “People don’t like being taken for 
granted, in blue states or red states, and they react.”  

 

So, Forbes said, “People are pushing back. People are 
saying we don’t like what’s going on. You haven’t 
persuaded us. The more we learn [about the 
healthcare bill], the more questions we have. And 
don’t tell us we’re stupid or this, that, or the other 
thing. Actually, we hire you.” 

 

Indeed, Sally Quinn’s dismissive comment about why 
Brown was ahead was emblematic of Democrats’ 
responses to Republican candidates from Ronald 
Reagan to George W. Bush: If Republicans win, it’s 
because they are physically attractive, or because 
their opponent made mistakes, or because the voters 
don’t realize how stupid they really are. 
 

That elitist attitude is the Democrats’ biggest 
mistake. 
 
Ronald Kessler is chief Washington correspondent of 
Newsmax.com.  

Editor’s Note: The special election in Mass for the 
Senate seat held by Ted Kennedy for 46 years may 
have, some say will, change the political landscape in 
Washington for years to come. Many say that the 
Democrats just don’t get it. Others say that this is the 
beginning of the end of President Obama’s ultra-
liberal agenda. There are predictions of a possible 
House and Senate majority take-over in the next four 
years. We will all be interested to watch and 
participate in this regime change, change we need! The 
following articles are examples of the political buzz! 



The Lessons of Massachusetts  
by Newt Gingrich  
(Edited for length) 

Scott Brown gave a great victory 
speech Tuesday night after a 

tremendous victory. 
 

He is an articulate, courageous, hard working 
candidate. He had the courage to serve for years in a 
small minority in the Massachusetts legislature. He 
had the courage to serve for 20 years and become a 
lieutenant colonel in the Massachusetts Army 
Reserve. He had the courage to run for the Senate 
seat which no Republican has won since Henry Cabot 
Lodge Jr. in 1946 (in a state where the last 
Republican Senator, Ed Brooke, was elected in 1972). 
He had the courage to run a positive, issues-oriented 
campaign (a lesson every Republican candidate 
should learn from this victory as well as the 
gubernatorial victories in Virginia and New Jersey).  
Senator-elect Brown had the courage to cheerfully 
stick with his truck even under scornful ridicule from 
the President. 
 

“The land of the free and the home of the brave” (as 
our national anthem suggests) has to start with 
bravery or it can’t remain free.  Scott Brown’s 
bravery changed history in the most consequential 
special election of my lifetime.  
 

The following is a brief outline of nine key lessons 
from Scott Brown’s win.   
 

Lesson One:  Run Candidates Everywhere. The first 
lesson Republicans should take from last night’s 
victory is the GOP should run candidates everywhere 
this year and not worry about whether the district 
used to vote Republican.  In the last five days a poll 
has shown Tim Griffin beating incumbent Democrat 
Vic Snyder by 17 points in Arkansas’s 2nd 
congressional district.  In Cincinnati, former 
Republican Congressman Steve Chabot is now up 17 
points over the Democratic incumbent, Steve 
Driehaus, who beat Chabot in the 2008 election.  In 
Michigan, former Republican Congressman Tim 
Walberg is now 7 points ahead of the Democrat 
Mark Schauer who beat him in 2008.  
 

There are moments when history changes and the 
American people decide to shake things up.  This 
may be such a moment and it means Republicans 
should fill in the ticket at every level in every state. 
 

Lesson Two:  Being Positive Matters and 
Congressional Republicans Should Take Note. In the 
three winning campaigns (Virginia, New Jersey, 
Massachusetts) the Republican candidate has been 

issue-oriented and had a positive message.  In each 
case, Republicans drew a principled, issue-oriented 
difference between themselves and the Democrats.  
The American people are genuinely frightened about 
the economy, about terrorism, about the loss of 
honesty and transparency in their government.  The 
American people want a party which is trying to 
solve the things they fear, not a party which is trying 
to use their fear to remain negative. 
 

An alternative party can win huge victories in 2010 
and 2012; an opposition party will have far fewer 
victories. 
 
Lesson Three:  President Obama Has Had Two Bad 
Anniversaries and Now is the Moment for Him to 
Rethink What He Has Been Doing. The anniversary 
of the President’s victory in the 2008 election saw 
decisive Republican gubernatorial victories in two 
states he had carried. Wednesday was the 
anniversary of his inauguration, and it was the date a 
new Republican senator was sent to Washington to 
fill the late Sen. Ted Kennedy’s seat, which Senator-
elect Brown made clear is the “people’s seat” The 
President now has an excuse to stop, rethink, 
recalibrate, and learn some painful lessons. No more 
secret deals. No more Pelosi-Reid machine votes. No 
more leftwing, Democrats-only strategies. The 
leftwing leadership in the House and Senate would 
hate and fight such a change in course. Moderate 
Democrats (and most Americans) would breathe a 
sigh of relief. 
 
Lesson Four:  Republicans Should Offer To Help 
Solve America’s Jobs, Security, Deficit, and Health 
Challenges through an Open, Transparent 
Legislative Process. This is the right moment for 
House and Senate Republicans to offer to meet with 
the President and start a new health reform process, 
as well as America’s other challenges.  

This offer to work together to help the nation would 
be well received by the American people and would 
represent a real shift from an opposition party 
attitude to an alternative governing party attitude. 
 

Lesson Five:  The Tea Parties and Populism Are 
Real. The Tea Party movement is going to be a major 
force in 2010 and 2012.  It represents a real uprising 
of angry and frightened Americans who are fed up 
with both parties.  It’s no accident Scott Brown spent 
so much of his victory speech emphasizing his 
independence. This was not a Republican victory. 
Only 12% of Massachusetts is registered Republican. 
This was a people’s victory -- a genuine alliance of 
Republicans, Independents, and moderate 
Democrats. 



Lesson Six:  Trucks Beat Lobbyists. The strangest 
thing about President Obama’s ill-advised, last 
minute visit to Massachusetts on Sunday was his 
fixation with Scott Brown’s truck. FDR, who was a 
genuine Hudson Valley aristocrat, would have 
instinctively understood to be on the side of trucks. 
Bill Clinton might have driven up in a truck however 
the elitism of the new leftwing Democratic Party -- 
the party of the Obama-Pelosi-Reid machine -- is so 
ingrown and so out of touch it did not understand 
what Scott Brown was doing.   
 

Lesson Seven:  National Security Matters. Every 
American concerned about our safety in an age of 
terrorism ought to look at Brown’s campaign and 
take�heart that safety is a winning issue, and the left 
is absurdly on the side of putting terrorists’ rights 
above protecting American lives.  

Lesson Eight: Secular Radicalism is a Losing Theme 
Even in Massachusetts.  In one of the strangest 
moments in Attorney General Coakley’s march to 
defeat, on the Thursday before the election in a radio 
interview, she said although “you can have religious 
freedom … you probably shouldn’t work in an 
emergency room”  As the left has grown more 
secular and more militant in its hostility to religion it 
has begun to arouse strong opposition. Among 
Catholics, Evangelicals, Mormons, and Orthodox 
Jews, Coakley’s position represented an anti-
religious bigotry which they fear.  
 

Defining conscience and religion as legitimate parts 
of America is an enormous winning position, and 
Scott Brown’s career had a strong component of 
defending faith and conscience even in 
Massachusetts. 
 

Lesson Nine:  The American People are Sovereign 
and When Their Leaders Infuriate Them They will 
Rise Up and Fire The Leaders. As it was with 
Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, the Progressive 
movement (especially Theodore Roosevelt and 
Woodrow Wilson), Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and 
Ronald Reagan -- again and again the American 
people find a way to overwhelm the establishment. 
 

In America the people are sovereign. Last night 
reminded us it is still true.  We remain an exceptional 
country of freedom and opportunity despite the 
politicians and bureaucrats and academics and elite 
news media. 
 

Your friend, 

 

 

Teacher arrested at John F. Kennedy 
Airport  
 
A teacher was arrested today at John 

F. Kennedy International Airport as he attempted to 
board a flight while in possession of a ruler, a 
protractor, a compass, a slide-rule and a calculator. 
 
At a morning press conference, the Attorney General 
said he believes the man is a member of the notorious 
Al-Gebra movement. He did not identify the man, 
who has been charged by the FBI with carrying 
weapons of math instruction. 
 
"Al-Gebra is a problem for us," the Attorney 
General said. "They derive solutions by means and 
extremes, and sometimes go off on tangents in search 
of absolute values." They use secret code names like 
'X' and 'Y' and refer to themselves as "unknowns", 
but we have determined that they belong to a 
common denominator of the axis of medieval with 
coordinates in every country. 
 
As the Greek philanderer Isosceles used to say, 
'There are 3 sides to every triangle'. 
 
When asked to comment on the arrest, President 
Obama said, "If God had wanted us to have better 
weapons of math instruction, he would have given us 
more fingers and toes." White House aides told 
reporters they could not recall a more intelligent or 
profound statement by the President. It is believed 
that the Nobel Prize for Physics will follow. 

ON A LIGHTER NOTE: 



 
Obama's 2010 State of the Union  
by Jed Babbin  Jan 28th 
 
Anyone who expected that President 
Obama would triangulate -- to move to 

the center as Bill Clinton did, capturing Republican 
ideas and making them his own -- was proven wrong 
last night.  In a very long speech reminiscent of his 
first quasi-State of the Union speech a year ago, 
Obama reaffirmed his commitment to health care 
“reform,” the “cap and trade” energy tax and went 
farther left, proposing repeal of the “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” law that precludes gays from serving openly in 
the military. 
 Obama had three goals last night.  First, he 
needed to quell the unrest among his most liberal 
supporters on Capitol Hill who have spent the first 
year of his term running amok and are now feeling 
the heat generated by 
the Tea Party 
movement and 
Americans’ distrust of 
government. It is the 
force that culminated 
in Republican victories 
in Virginia, New Jersey 
and Massachusetts.  
After that speech, 
many of the Dems will 
have to choose between 
meeting his demands 
and being re-elected in 
November. 
 Second, he had to chart a clear course toward 
economic recovery.  About three million Americans 
lost their jobs since Obama took office.  After his 
team promised that unemployment would crest below 
8% last year -- and after delivering sustained 10+% 
unemployment that wasn’t at all alleviated by the 
failed $1.2 trillion stimulus bill -- the president 
needed to convince Americans that another 
“stimulus” would create millions of jobs. 
 And third, he needed to repair the damage  to 
national security that his specific, premeditated 
actions have caused. He failed on each count. 
 Obama did his best to sound as confident and 
charming as he did in the 2008 campaign.  But his 
tone was combative, the speech internally 
inconsistent.  He claimed that his micro-freeze on 
federal spending would -- with his other ideas -- pay 
for the huge increase in the federal deficit he had 
created. 
 By my count, Obama proposed fourteen new 
programs, most aimed at the economy.  Though he 
proposed new tax incentives for businesses, making 

hard decisions on offshore drilling and more, it’s 
clear that his agenda will increase unemployment. 
 Obama’s agenda is comprised of job killers.  
The “cap and tax” plan will cause the price of energy 
to skyrocket and cost millions of jobs.  (According to 
the Heritage Foundation, it could cost over 900,000 
jobs.) 
 The health care reform plan he favors -- 
which is comprehensively unpopular across the 
nation -- will also reduce jobs while ending 
employers’ ability to provide health insurance for 
employees.  It will cause the cost of healthcare 
insurance to rise for employers, resulting in more job 
losses. 
 Claiming that he would pay for the $1 trillion 
in new federal debt he’s created, Obama said that 
beginning in 2011, he would freeze federal spending, 
though he exempted most of the budget from the 
freeze.  

 Going into 
the speech, Obama’s 
micro-freeze was 
already under 
attack by his most 
fervent liberal 
allies.  Only a few 
hours earlier, 
Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi rejected the 
limitations Obama 
placed on the plan, 
saying that the 
freeze should extend 

to defense spending. 
 Obama’s micro-freeze is anything except 
significant, and won’t even amount to a drop in the 
bucket of national debt: it could -- at most -- reduce 
the deficit one-tenth of one percent between 2011 and 
2020.   But any such reduction will be vastly 
overcome by his continued spending spree. 
 According to the Congressional Budget 
Office, Obama’s freeze would save $10-15 billion in 
2011.  That’s against a deficit for which America will 
pay over $207 billion in interest on the debt next 
year, and which will result in interest payments 
growing to $723 billion per year in 2020. 
 Obama said he wants a new “stimulus” jobs 
program of $30 billion to give small businesses relief 
from capital gains tax and incentives to large and 
small businesses to invest in new plant and 
equipment.  Another tax credit for small businesses 
would be aimed at those that hire new workers or 
raise the pay of current employees. 
 Last Sunday, three members of Obama’s 
team gave three different estimates of the jobs 
“created or saved” by the stimulus bill.  White House 



political advisor David Axelrod said there were 2 
million jobs created or saved.  Valerie Jarrett -- 
another close advisor and longtime Obama pal -- said 
the stimulus saved “thousands and thousands” of 
jobs.  And Presidential Press Secretary Robert Gibbs 
put the number at 1.5 million jobs.   They are all 
fictional numbers. 
 The president adopted the biggest fiction, 
claiming 2 million jobs were created or saved.  But 
how does that match the fact of sustained 10% 
unemployment? 
 Last May, months after the stimulus passed, 
the president said, “We are out of money.”  But in his 
speech, he demanded that more be spent.  
 Obama’s commitment to his nationalization 
of health care is comprehensive. And – as he did in 
his September healthcare speech, he claimed he is 
open to better ideas.  Obama said, “But if anyone 
from either party has a better approach that will 
bring down premiums, bring down the deficit, cover 
the uninsured, strengthen Medicare for seniors, and 
stop insurance company abuses, let me know. I’m 
eager to see it.” 
 But Rep. Tom Price (R-Ga), chairman of the 
conservative Republican Study Committee, has had a 
patient-oriented healthcare reform bill since last 
June. Price has asked to meet with Obama on it 
about a dozen times, and Obama has declined every 
time.  
 Obama said he recognized that there is a 
huge lack of trust in the government. He said, 
“We face a deficit of trust -- deep and corrosive 
doubts about how Washington works that have been 
growing for years. To close that credibility gap we 
must take action on both ends of Pennsylvania 
Avenue to end the outsized influence of lobbyists; to 
do our work openly; and to give our people the 
government they deserve.” 
 He promises -- again -- openness and 
transparency.  But how does that match up with the 
backroom dealing on the healthcare reform bill?  The 
fact that Democratic leaders -- especially Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid -- had to bribe his 
members to vote for the bill makes the president’s 
words ring hollow. 
 Obama -- in perhaps his most unpresidential 
moment -- chastised the members of the Supreme 
Court for the decision last week tossing out a large 
part of the McCain-Feingold campaign finance bill, 
obviously attempting to intimidate them.  Justice 
Alito could be seen mouthing the words “not true” 
when Obama was mischaracterizing the decision.  
 Any pretense of moderation was abandoned.  
Obama promised to repeal the “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
ban on gays in the military.  He said, “This year, I 
will work with Congress and our military to finally  

repeal the law that denies gay Americans the right to 
serve the country they love because of who they are.  
It’s the right thing to do.” 
 And he added that immigration law reform -- 
read amnesty for illegal aliens -- was high on his 
priority list. “And we should continue the work of 
fixing our broken immigration system -- to secure 
our borders, enforce our laws, and ensure that 
everyone who plays by the rules can contribute to our 
economy and enrich our nations.”  After the 
shellacking they took over the McCain-Kennedy bill 
in 2007, most Democrats can’t be eager to start that 
fight again. 
 Obama gave short shrift to national security.  
And what he did say is reason for unease. He gave lip 
service to improving protections against terrorist 
attack, saying that improvements are being made 
immediately, including in intelligence.  But his 
administration -- and Speaker Pelosi -- is still at war 
with the intelligence community. They face a special 
prosecutor who may yet indict CIA interrogators for 
“torture.” 
 Obama made no mention of closing the 
terrorist detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
or moving terrorists to the US for trial or long-term 
detention. His major national security initiative is to 
enter another comprehensive arms control 
agreement with Russia: “I have embraced the vision 
of John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan through a 
strategy that reverses the spread of these weapons, 
and seeks a world without them. To reduce our 
stockpiles and launchers, while ensuring our 
deterrent, the United States and Russia are 
completing negotiations on the farthest-reaching 
arms control treaty in nearly two decades.” 
 Only a naïve utopian can dream of a world 
without nuclear weapons.  Especially as Iran closes 
on its goal of nuclear weapons.  Iran?  Obama would 
only say that they will face consequences.  Who can 
believe him? Certainly not the mullahs in Tehran. 
 Obama mentioned his plan to address the 
Republican Conference retreat in Baltimore on 
Friday.  It will be interesting to see if any hint of 
openness to Republican ideas comes out of that 
meeting.  After the State of the Union speech, there’s 
little reason to believe that will be the result. 

 
Mr. Babbin is the editor of Human Events and 
HumanEvents.com. He served as a deputy 
undersecretary of defense in President George H.W. 
Bush's administration. He is the author of "In the 
Words of our Enemies"(Regnery,2007) and (with 
Edward Timperlake) of "Showdown: Why China 
Wants War with the United States" (Regnery, 2006) 
and "Inside the Asylum: Why the UN and Old Europe 
are Worse than You Think"  
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